AN  EXERCISE  IN  DIPLOMACY

ancient amity which hath long endured between us and our
progenitors, and them and theirs, doth of most reason require.
And in case she will signify unto you (as we think she will not),
that she is not disposed to use other frankness, then ye shall
declare the regret ye have to perceive such strange proceeding
of her part, supposing rather the same to proceed of evil coun-
cillors, being more inclined to their private and particular affec-
tions than to the good and wealth of both Princes and their
dominions, than of her own self or the Emperor. Requiring
you to give you then leave to return hither to us, rather than to
keep you there any longer to lose more time. But in case (as it
is the more like) she shall affirm herself, as she hath heretofore
said, ready and most affectionate to conclude those alliances with
us, and so appoint other meetings with such as she shall appoint
to the same, to treat for her with you, ye shall desire that they
will use both frankness and speed, and protest before a notary,
that forasmuch as her power beareth no authority of substitution,
and that she refuseth to deliver unto you the writing desired,
that, upon her honour, she shall observe all that they treat and
conclude with you; ye therefore, although ye have our commis-
sion, do intend to have like liberty as they would have, and that
we shall be none otherwise obliged to observe your conclusions
than they will be to observe theirs, as reason requireth that the
liberty be like to either party. And so with that protestation, as
commoning at large with them, ye shall proceed to entreat upon
the said alliance and straighter amity, according to the instruc-
tions heretofore given unto you, and as upon further knowledge
of our pleasure in that behalf, keeping this our expectation
to have knowledge thence secret unto you, and as though we
thought none otherwise, but that she hath already full instruction
of the Emperor's mind upon the same matters.

And in the end, if ye shall perceive that they will condescend
to no conclusion, and that ye should return without any resolu-
tion of those alliances and amities; then, under colour of taking
of your leave of the chid: and principal gentlemen, as Monsr. de
Bures, Monsr. de Berghes, and such as by familiarity ye know to
be of estimation in die Court, ye shall lament to them, as of
yourselves, that ye have found there, for their behalf, such cold-
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